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SJVIA- EmpiRx Health – Q1 2025 Highlights 
 SJVIA’s total plan cost increased by 2% in Q1 2025

 This increase is primarily due to a higher number of prescriptions filled

 Specialty claims plan cost decreased in Q1 2025

Q4 2024 Q1 2025 QoQ Change
SJVIA $8,004,962 $8,191,247 2%
Tulare $3,468,350 $3,505,469 1%
Fresno $4,536,612 $4,685,776 3%

Category SJVIA Q4 2024 SJVIA Q1 2025 QoQ Change Tulare Q4 2024 Tulare Q1 2025 QoQ Change Fresno Q4 2024 Fresno Q1 2025 QoQ Change

Retail Brand 4,562 4,074 (488) 1,922 1,762 (160) 2,640 2,312 (328)

Retail Generic 17,008 20,740 3,732 6,964 8,202 1,238 10,044 12,538 2,494

Retail 90 Brand 1,007 1,049 42 370 384 14 637 665 28

Retail 90 Generic 8,585 8,838 253 3,425 3,453 28 5,160 5,385 225

Mail Brand 94 85 (9) 43 36 (7) 51 49 (2)

Mail Generic 287 227 (60) 135 77 (58) 152 150 (2)

Specilaty 633 607 (26) 226 221 (5) 407 386 (21)

TOTAL 32,176 35,620 3,444 13,085 14,135 1,050 19,091 21,485 2,394

Category SJVIA Q4 2024 SJVIA Q1 2025 QoQ Change Tulare Q4 2024 Tulare Q1 2025 QoQ Change Fresno Q4 2024 Fresno Q1 2025 QoQ Change

Retail Brand $2,971,403 $3,323,880 $352,477 $1,350,569 $1,515,481 $164,912 $1,620,834 $1,808,399 $187,565

Retail Generic $567,332 $654,613 $87,281 $218,766 $258,208 $39,442 $348,566 $396,404 $47,838

Retail 90 Brand $1,269,022 $1,240,063 ($28,959) $465,349 $452,297 ($13,052) $803,673 $787,765 ($15,908)

Retail 90 Generic $514,681 $529,693 $15,012 $213,192 $216,035 $2,843 $301,489 $313,658 $12,169

Mail Brand $153,170 $157,014 $3,844 $66,170 $58,646 ($7,524) $87,000 $98,368 $11,368

Mail Generic $21,668 $19,874 ($1,794) $7,681 $5,541 ($2,140) $13,987 $14,332 $345

Specilaty $2,507,686 $2,266,110 ($241,576) $1,146,623 $999,261 ($147,362) $1,361,063 $1,266,850 ($94,213)
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SJVIA- EmpiRx Health – Q1 2025 Highlights 
 Enrollment Changes

 Patient Saver Plus Program Savings (formerly known as Variable Copay Assistance (VCAP) aka bWell)

 Rebates

 Estimated Clinical Savings: Annual Guarantee is $1,800,000

May 2024 - March 2025
SJVIA $521,121
Tulare $241,376
Fresno $279,745

Q1 - 2025 $1,051,335
Q2 - 2025 Pending
Q3 - 2025 Pending
Q4 - 2025 Pending

Q1 - 2025 $1,755,770
Q2 - 2025 Pending
Q3 - 2025 Pending
Q4 - 2025 Pending

Dec-24 Mar-24 QoQ Change 
SJVIA 12,425 13,604 1,179
Tulare 4,455 4,791 336
Fresno 7,970 8,813 843
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Top Clinical Cost Drivers by Drug Q1 2025

Keenan & Associates | CA License No. 0451271

Medi-Span which is a comprehensive drug database and decision support solution used in healthcare. They are the source that reports drug 
information and drug pricing data to EmpiRx. Medi-Span has changed their format for how certain medications are listed like Ozempic being 
reported by dosage but not other GLP-1’s. We have reached out to Medi-Span directly to understand their data and reasoning behind this 
specific breakout. 



Update on Stelara Biosimilar’s
• Starting 7/1/25, the EmpiRx Health P&T Committee is designating the following 3 preferred 

biosimilars—Steqeyma, Yesintek, and Selarsdi— to be placed at parity on the formulary with Stelara
• This will allow for monitoring of any supply chain, distribution channel, or access issues to 

Stelara biosimilars- ensuring members still have access to Stelara if needed during this time.
• This strategy will be re-evaluated by the EmpiRx P&T Committee for 1/1/26

• Current Stelara utilization
 SJVIA Tulare: 2 members currently on Stelara (4 claims since 1/1/25)

o No Stelara biosimilar utilization currently.

 SJVIA Fresno: 1 member currently on Stelara (3 claims since 1/1/25)
o No Stelara biosimilar utilization currently.
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Drug Name Annual Therapy Cost 

Stelara SC Ustekinumab $189,484 
Selarsdi SC Ustekinumab $27,147 

Steqeyma SC Ustekinumab $27,147 
Yesintek SC Ustekinumab $19,500 



New Medications Available in the Market
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New to Market Brands -
Brand (generic) Indication Approval Date Projected Utilizers Projected Annual Impact

Omvoh (Mirikizumab) Ulcerative colitis 12/2/2024 22 $8,426,857
Aucatzyl (Obecabtagene Autoleucel) Acute lymphocytic leukemia 11/8/2024 3 $583,357

Revuforj (Revumenib) Acute myeloid leukemia* 11/15/2024 1 $567,148

• Omvoh has the largest potential to increase costs for SJVIA Tulare and Fresno, since Ulcerative Colitis utilization is very prevalent in the 
current drug mix. This will require a Clinical Review to ensure clinical efficacy and safety. The 22 projected utilizers would likely be 
switching to Omvoh from an existing high cost therapy.

• The new agents for Leukemia are less of a concern for SJVIA, since most patients stable on current leukemia therapy are unlikely to 
change therapy.

New Drug Indications -
Brand (generic) Indication Approval Date Projected Utilizers Projected Annual Impact

Nubeqa (Darolutamide) Prostate cancer* 7/1/2025 5 $864,718
Opdivo (Nivolumab) Colorectal cancer* 6/23/2025 3 $607,410

Keytruda (Pembrolizumab) Squamous cell carcinoma* 6/23/2025 3 $601,567

• These high cost specialty brands are already on the market, they are just receiving expanded indications for their use. 
• This represents areas of additional high-cost specialty utilization. 

New to Market Brands -
Brand (generic) Indication Approval Date Projected Utilizers Projected Annual Impact

Jynarque (tolvaptan) Autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease 1/1/2025 1 ($177,965)
Entresto (sacubitril; valsartan) Chronic heart failure 7/16/2025 27 ($105,662)

Brilinta 90-mg Tablets (ticagrelor) Reduce risk of myocardial infarction, stroke 5/1/2025 12 ($85,667)

• This represents an area of significant potential cost avoidance for SJVIA. EmpiRx Health will direct to the generic when appropriate, we 
will likely see prescribing patterns favor the generic as prescriber awareness increases for these medications.

• This is an area of cost savings for the plan, and the patient (dependent on plan design). 

Note: Financial impacts are estimated based on the assumption that ALL eligible 
members, according to current utilization trends, switch to the new medications.



SJVIA- KPS – 2024 Audit Results 
• 2024 Pharmacy Audit Results 

• Based on the final adjusted annual results, there was a net overperformance of $2,222,305.
• Per the contract terms, any clinical savings achieved over the clinical guarantee can be used to offset any shortfalls in the

performance of AWP discounts and dispensing fees.

• The clinical audit conducted by KPS resulted in a variance of $113 higher reported on final EmpiRx report vs audit.

• KPS audit determined an additional guaranteed reconciliation amount of $12.9k not reported. However, KPS did not request 
an adjustment, as EmpiRx’s clinical savings offset the calculated shortfall.

• Rebate audit found that EmpiRx reported a lower reconciliation value of $9,900. 
• KPS requested an adjustment, which will result in an additional $9,900 included in SJVIA’s 2025 Q2 rebate payment.

• EmpiRx provided the below 12-month contract period reconciliation summary, which includes adjusted rebate numbers 
based on KPS audit findings.

• EmpiRx met their annual reconciliation obligations for contracting period 1/1/2024 – 12/31/2024

KPS Audit
KPS conducts a yearly financial audit of EmpiRx clinical savings, Average Wholesale Price (AWP) discounts and rebate 
performance against the client’s aggregate contractual guarantees. 2025 Audit is expected to be completed by 5/30/26
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SJVIA- KPS – 2024 Audit Results 
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