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REQUEST FOR Proposal
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NOW AVAILABLE

The County of Fresno has issued Request for Proposal Number 962-5014, which solicits proposals for Public Opinion Survey.  This bid closes on December 19, 2011 at 2:00 P.M.
A pre-bid Vendor Conference will be held on December 7, 2011 at 1:30 P.M. at:

County of Fresno Purchasing 
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor
Fresno, California  93702

A copy of the RFP document is available at Purchasing or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site http://www2.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/Bidshome2.asp.
Follow all instructions when downloading to ensure that your company is added to the official list of potential bidders.  Only vendors on that list will be advised of future notices pertaining to the RFP, including addendums.
Please contact Ken Vozza, Purchasing Supervisor, at (559) 600-7110 or email CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us with any questions.
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OVERVIEW

The County of Fresno on behalf of the Fresno County Public Library (FCPL) is requesting proposals from qualified consultants in the field of public opinion polling to conduct a public opinion survey to determine the public’s support for continuing a local revenue measure in Fresno County. The following will be surveyed:
· Public support for continuing a local revenue measure that presently provides funding to allow libraries to remain open; to purchase new library materials and services; and funding to maintain or upgrade facilities, both owned and leased, as necessary.

· Support for maintaining the current sales tax rate of 1/8 of one cent.
· Support for replacing the current tax with a Bond assessment and associated repayments as an alternative.

· Length of time the proposed sales tax should be in effect should this funding mechanism be chosen.

· How best to communicate information about the ballot measure to the residents of Fresno County. 

BACKGROUND

The Fresno County Public Library serves all the residents of the County of Fresno except those in the Coalinga-Huron District Library service area. The area includes 13 incorporated cities. The district is comprised of 33 locations, 3 bookmobiles, a literacy services center, and a senior services center serving a population of 917,515. 
Current library branches:

	Incorporated Cities in Fresno County
	Existing Libraries in the city of Fresno
	Existing Libraries in Fresno County

	Fresno
	Central 
	Auberry 
	Parlier 

	Clovis
	Cedar-Clinton
	Bear Mountain 
	Piedra

	Firebaugh
	Fig Garden
	Big Creek 
	Reedley

	Mendota
	Gillis
	Caruthers
	Riverdale

	San Joaquin
	Mosqueda
	Clovis  
	San Joaquin

	Kerman
	Pinedale
	Easton 
	Sanger

	Kingsburg
	Politi
	Firebaugh 
	Selma

	Fowler
	Senior Resource Center
	Fowler 

	Shaver Lake

	Selma
	Sunnyside
	Kerman 
	Tranquillity

	Sanger
	Talking Book Library
	Kingsburg

	Reedley
	West Fresno
	Laton

	Orange Cove
	Woodward Park
	Mendota

	Parlier
	
	Orange Cove


The Board of Supervisors governs the County Library. The district is funded by property taxes under Education Code as a special district and a l/8 of a cent sales tax authorized by the passage of Measure B in 1998 (1999-2006) and in 2004 (2006-2013).
From January 2008 to present, four branches (Clovis, Gillis, Politi and Sunnyside) have been refurbished and four constructed (Fowler, Orange Cove, Tranquillity and West Fresno). For additional information about the library see www.fresnolibrary.org.

Measure B is a one-eighth cents sales tax which supports the Fresno County Public Library and the Coalinga-Huron District Library and is expiring March 31, 2013. The tax was first passed in 1998 for seven years and renewed again in 2004 for another 7 years. In 2008 there was an unsuccessful campaign to try to obtain a one-quarter cents tax with increased emphasis on construction of new libraries. Both the 1998 and 2004 elections had over a 70% approval rating. The Citizens for Libraries and Literacy Measure B Campaign Committee is issuing a separate RFP for services of a campaign consultant to work with the Citizen Committee to conduct the renewal campaign. For information about the Measure, please visit http://www.fresnolibrary.org/help/measureb/faq.html. Unless the Campaign Consultant recommends an earlier election, the Citizen Committee intends to list the measure on the November 6, 2012 ballot.

Proposed Timeline:
	Vendor Conference
	December 7, 2011

	RFP Close 
	December 19, 2011

	Contract Award
	January 13, 2012

	Design of Survey
	January 16, 2012 to February 10, 2012

	Administration of Survey 
	February 13, 2012 to March 9, 2012

	Draft Preliminary Report
	March 30, 2012

	Report to Board with Recommendations
	April 24, 2012


KEY DATES

	RFP Issue Date:
	November 18, 2011

	Vendor Conference:
	December 7, 2011 at 1:30 P.M.

	
	County of Fresno Purchasing

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA 93702

	Deadline for Written Requests for Interpretations or Corrections of RFP:
	December 12, 2011 at 8:00 A.M.

	
	Fax No. (559) 600-7126

E-Mail: CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us 

	RFP Closing Date:
	December 19, 2011 at 2:00 P.M. 

	
	County of Fresno Purchasing

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA 93702
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