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NOTICE

REQUEST FOR Proposal

 ref rf\* mergeformat Proposal Number 962-4819

 ref bid \* MERGEFORMAT 962-4819
Family Advocacy and Liaison Services

 ref Title\* mergeformat Family Advocacy and Liaison Services
NOW AVAILABLE

The County of Fresno has issued Request for Proposal Number 962-4819, which solicits proposals for Family Advocacy and Liaison Services.  This bid closes on April 22, 2010 at 2:00 P.M.
A pre-bid Vendor Conference will be held on April 6, 2010at 10:00 A.M. at:

County of Fresno Purchasing 
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue 2nd Floor
Fresno, CA 93702

A copy of the RFP document is available at Purchasing or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site http://www2.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/Bidshome2.asp.
Follow all instructions when downloading to ensure that your company is added to the official list of potential bidders.  Only vendors on that list will be advised of future notices pertaining to the RFP, including addendums.
Please contact Jeannine Geare, Buyer I, or Gary Parkinson of the Purchasing Staff at (559) 456‑7110 or email CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us with any questions.
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OVERVIEW

The County of Fresno, on behalf of the Department of Social Services (DSS) is requesting proposals from qualified vendors to provide ethnically and culturally sensitive Family Advocacy and Liaison Services to families referred to and/or involved with DSS’s Child Welfare Services System.  The successful bidder will manage, recruit, train and support individuals who will function as expert intermediaries/liaisons between the DSS and families. Services will increase the engagement and collaboration between a family and the DSS and as a result improve family functioning and child welfare outcomes.  Primary outcomes include the reduction of African-American families entering Child Welfare Services and the improvement of reunification rates for African-American families already involved in Child Welfare Services.

The target population for this service is primarily African-American parents that come to the attention and/or are involved with the DSS of Social Services, Child Welfare Services. Geographically, services will be available throughout Fresno County; however, primary focus shall be in the areas of highest referral/child removal rates (zip code areas: 93706, 93727 and 93702) and also will be delivered to meet the needs of five existing Family-to-Family (F2F) Neighborhood Collaborative areas (Exhibit II.)  The County intends to select one vendor.  It is anticipated the total number of unduplicated families served by the selected bidder will be 240 annually.   DSS is soliciting these services for the first time.
PROPOSED NET BUDGET

	Family Advocacy and Liaison Services
	$100,000
	July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011


Funding amount will be for one year, and the contractual period is anticipated to begin July 1, 2010.  Dependent upon available funding, and the successful completion of services, the contract may have the option of two additional one year renewals.  Funds can be awarded to non-profit entities only.  All awards will be based on the availability of funds.

MINIMUM BIDDER REQUIREMENTS

All Bidders must: 

1. Have no record of unsatisfactory performance.  Contractors who are or have been seriously deficient in current or recent contract performance, in the absence of circumstances beyond the control of the Contractor, shall be presumed to be unable to meet this requirement.

2. Agree to work collaboratively with the DSS and the five Family to Family Neighborhood Collaboratives;  

3. Have the administrative and fiscal capability to provide and manage program services; 

4. Have the ability to maintain adequate files and records and meet financial and statistical reporting requirements. A computer with Internet access is required.

5. Are currently designated under Federal income tax law under section 501(c) 3 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Meet other presentation and participation requirements listed in this RFP.
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