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Medical Marijuana Identification Card Program

 ref title  \* MERGEFORMAT Medical Marijuana Identification Card Program
The County of Fresno may be issuing Requests for Quotations (RFQ) and/or Requests for Proposals (RFP) to administer the Medical Marijuana Identification Card Program.  To contain reproduction and mailing costs, we will mail the RFQ/RFP only to those organizations that request them. 
Background
In 1996, California voters passed Proposition 215, also known as the Compassionate Use Act (Act).  The Act made the medical use of marijuana legal in California.  However, it did not provide an effective way for law enforcement to properly identify patients who were legally protected by the Act.  

Senate Bill (SB) 420 was passed into law in 2003. The intent was to assist law enforcement in identifying Californians who were protected by the Act and to provide patients and their caregivers with a form of identification that would protect them against wrongful arrest and prosecution.  

SB 420 also required the State of California Department of Health Services (CDHS) to establish and maintain a statewide medical marijuana identification card and registry program for qualified patients and their caregivers.  As a result, the Medical Marijuana Program (MMP) was established in 2004.  The MMP Unit is located within the CDHS Health Information and Strategic Planning Division’s Office of County Health Services (OCHS) Branch.  The MMP allows qualified patients to apply for and receive identification cards for themselves and their primary caregiver through their county of residence.  Participation in the program is optional.  
California counties are required to operate a process for accepting, approving or denying applications and issuing state produced identification cards. County Board of Supervisors has the option to appoint health-related governmental or nongovernmental organizations to administer the program.  The process entails entering a limited amount of applicable information into the CDHS Medical Marijuana Automated System (MMAS), which will produce the card and register its validity on a verification Web site.  The administering agency will be responsible for collecting the State’s $13 portion of the application and renewal fees.  Additionally, administering agencies are authorized to recover their costs in operating the program, with oversight by the Department of Community Health.

Medical Marijuana Identification Card Elements:  The card, with a limited amount of identifying information, issued by a county’s administering agency will contain the following:

1. “State of California, Medical Marijuana Identification Card”

2. Embedded holographic image of the state seal, and the CDHS logo

3. Photo of the card holder and his/her designation as “Patient” or “Caregiver”

4. Unique identification number of the cardholder

5. The expiration date of the card (most cards will be valid for one year)

6. The name and phone number of the administering agency that approved the application

7. The website address to verify the validity of the card 

8. A sequential number of the card stock
See attachment for preparation checklist for implementation of this program.
This interest form must be received by FAX or mail at Fresno County Purchasing by 5:00p.m., March 3, 2006.

If your organization is interested in receiving RFQ/RFP’s for any of the above services, please return the completed form to:

Letter of Interest Number 962-4236
County of Fresno Purchasing
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue
Fresno, CA 93702
Phone: (559) 456-7110
FAX: (559) 456-7831

If you have any questions, please contact Patricia Flaherty, Buyer III,  Purchasing Division at (559) 456-7110.

GWP: macrobutton nomacro [buyer's initials] : macrobutton nomacro[your initials] 
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	State
	Zip Code

	
	
	

	Telephone
	Fax Number
	E-Mail Address


California Department of Health Services (CDHS)

Medical Marijuana Program (MMP)

Checklist of Administering Agency Preparations

Staffing Needs:

· Application processing: 

· Adequate staffing to accommodate approximately 2,500 applicants

· Check various forms for accuracy 

· Collect doctor’s prescription 

· Verify Medi-Cal eligibility 

· Medical Marijuana ID Card distribution for approximately 1,500 registrants

· Accounting functions: collect payments, record retention (minimum 1 year for all approved and denied applications), fee remittance to State

Equipment:

· Digital camera to transmit electronic image of applicant/caregiver (must meet MMP’s Minimum Camera Requirements)
· 2.5 Mega Pixel Camera

· 3-4 Optical Zoom (not digital zoom)

· JPEG format

· Red Eye reduction

· USB connection

· Windows compatible

· White balance setting

· Scene modes setting

· Memory Card

· AC Adaptor

· Batteries

· Tripod

· Computer with Internet Explorer 5.0 or above 
· Printer
· Fax
· Items relating to cashier function
· Locked storage for ID cards, files/records, cash, etc.
· Other
Miscellaneous:

· Authorization from County Board of Supervisors if necessary

· Designation of Administering Agency

· Fee authority

· Establish  fees for Medical Marijuana Identification Card

· Establish county Web site if desired

· Outreach:  Announcements to law enforcement, public, etc.

· Establish county processes/procedures 

· Client tracking/monitoring mechanism

· Application coversheet with county specific information

· Password(s) to access Medical Marijuana Automated System
· MMP Procedures Handbook

· Address county HIPAA security issues 

· Submission of County Implementation Form to CDHS

· Training in the automated system and other procedures

· Other
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