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NOW AVAILABLE

The County of Fresno has issued Request for Proposal Number 952-5019, which solicits proposals for Substance Abuse Prevention Services Mini-Grant Program Administrator.  This bid closes on January 5, 2012 at 2:00 P.M.
A pre-bid Vendor Conference will be held on December 6, 2011 at 3:00 P.M. at:

County of Fresno Purchasing 
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor
Fresno, California  93702

A copy of the RFP document is available at Purchasing or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site http://www2.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/Bidshome2.asp.
Follow all instructions when downloading to ensure that your company is added to the official list of potential bidders.  Only vendors on that list will be advised of future notices pertaining to the RFP, including addendums.
Please contact Carolyn Flores, Buyer I, of the Purchasing Staff at (559) 600-7110 or email CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us with any questions.
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overview
The County of Fresno, on behalf of the Department of Behavioral Health, Substance Abuse Services (DBH-SAS) Division is requesting proposals from qualified bidders, individuals or organizations that demonstrate the ability to administer an Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) Prevention Mini-Grant Program in Fresno County.  The overall goal of the Mini-Grant Program is to provide a creative and innovative approach to County prevention efforts by enlisting community members, especially youth and young adults, to get involved in the prevention of AOD use.  The Mini-Grant Program will provide funding to selected individuals or groups of youth and young adults, school groups, and community groups proposing prevention projects addressing AOD priority areas designated by the County.  

It is the intent of Fresno County DBH-SAS to develop and maintain a comprehensive prevention system to avert and reduce the harmful effects of alcohol and other drug-related issues and in the process to help individuals, families and communities in Fresno County enjoy increased health, well-being and economic independence. 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

In Fall 2008, DBH-SAS Prevention staff began work on the development of a new five-year County-wide Alcohol and Other Drug Strategic Prevention Plan (SPP) based on relevant local alcohol and other drug data trends and a comprehensive community process. This Plan will guide DBH-SAS prevention efforts from July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2015. The planning followed steps outlined by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF) to maximize collaboration and improve substance abuse reduction outcomes in Fresno County. 
Key representatives from a cross-section of community sectors served as members of the SPP Work Group, the core planning committee for the SPP. This group was charged with collection and analysis of local data, identification of the most significant substance abuse problems and current conditions that contribute to the problems, reviewing community assets and gaps in services, and finding evidence-based interventions that can lead to effective and sustainable solutions to the priority AOD problems. Youth, who have an essential role in the development and implementation of successful youth prevention programs, were recruited from various neighborhoods and subgroups to serve on a Youth Advisory Committee. They reported back to the SPP Work Group the most significant AOD problems facing youth and possible solutions based on their culture, perspective and experiences. 

In order to build community capacity, a Community Partnership for Substance Abuse Prevention was formed to help build consensus and provide support for prevention programs and policies. Cultural affirmation, sustainability and evaluation measures were incorporated in each step of the planning process. Particular attention was paid to assuring representation from rural geographic areas, which are often underserved, and youth. The SPP is focused on eliminating disparities in services offered to people of diverse racial, ethnic and linguistic backgrounds, gender and sexual orientation, and people with disabilities.
The resulting SPP identified six (6) priority areas, as shown below.

1. Reduce marijuana use among youth 12-20 years old.

2. Reduce AOD use among non-traditional students.

3. Reduce painkiller use among youth 12-20 years old. 

4. Reduce alcohol use by youth 12-20 years old.

5. Reduce adult binge drinking among African American males.

6. Reduce substance abuse among older adults (age 50 and older).

Priority areas 1 through 4 have been contracted out to local substance abuse prevention providers, who have begun programs in the schools and community to address each of the problem statements, respectively.  Priority areas 5 and 6 remain areas of elevated concern to the County as well.  

As a way to complement existing prevention services, DBH-SAS requires the services of a program administrator to plan and oversee a Prevention Mini-Grant Program.  Mini-grants will be awarded to individuals, groups, schools and/or community organizations, especially ones with youth and young adult involvement.  Mini-grant project proposals must address at least one of the six priority areas from the SPP, as shown above.

Fresno County DBH-SAS is requesting proposals from qualified bidders who have the knowledge and expertise to plan and oversee an AOD prevention mini-grant program. Administrator funds can be awarded to for-profit or non-profit entities. 
It is the intention of DBH-SAS to contract for one (1) fourteen (14) month term with two (2) additional twelve (12) month terms pending funding availability, outcomes and fiscal reviews. Annual renewals will also be contingent upon compliance with the requirements of the RFP and the Agreement. The anticipated effective date for the Agreement is May 1, 2012.

	Total Approximate Funding Available

	Term 1: $250,000

	Term 2: $250,000

	Term 3: $250,000


Note:  Funding amounts shown above indicate the total amount each term that will be available for mini-grants, program expenses, and administration fees.
KEY DATES

	RFP Issue Date:
	November 21, 2011

	Vendor Conference:
	December 6, 2011 at 3:00 P.M.

	
	County of Fresno Purchasing

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA 93702

	Deadline for Written Requests for Interpretations or Corrections of RFP:
	December 16, 2011 at 8:00 A.M.

	
	Fax No.  (559) 600-7126

E-Mail: CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us 

	RFP Closing Date:
	January 5, 2012 at 2:00 P.M. 

	
	County of Fresno Purchasing

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA  93702


� Non-traditional students are those attending alternative schools.
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