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MHSA Prevention & Early Intervention for Culture-Based Access/Navigation Specialist and Peer Support Program

 ref Title\* mergeformat MHSA Prevention & Early Intervention for Culture-Based Access/Navigation Specialist and Peer Support Program
NOW AVAILABLE

The County of Fresno has issued Request for Proposal Number 952-4911, which solicits proposals for MHSA Prevention & Early Intervention for Culture-Based Access/Navigation Specialist and Peer Support Program.  This bid closes on February 24, 2011 at 2:00 P.M.
A pre-bid Vendor Conference will be held on February 2, 2011 at 10:00 A.M. at:

County of Fresno Purchasing 
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor
Fresno, California  93702

A copy of the RFP document is available at Purchasing or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site http://www2.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/Bidshome2.asp.
Follow all instructions when downloading to ensure that your company is added to the official list of potential bidders.  Only vendors on that list will be advised of future notices pertaining to the RFP, including addendums.
Please contact Jeannine Geare/Gary Parkinson, Buyer III/Buyer, of the Purchasing Staff at (559) 456‑7110 or email CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us with any questions.

JLG/GWP:ssj
G:\PUBLIC\RFP\952-4911 BID NOTICE.DOC
overview

County of Fresno, Purchasing, on behalf of the Department of Behavioral Health, Mental Health Services Act is seeking qualified cultural, community/faith based organization(s) who are interested in providing Cultural-Based Access-Navigation and Peer/Family Support services to underserved culturally diverse populations in Fresno County
The Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) represents a comprehensive approach to the development of community-based mental health services and supports for the residents of California.  The MHSA addresses a broad continuum of prevention, early intervention and service needs and the necessary infrastructure, technology and training elements that will effectively support the local mental health system within Fresno County.

The intent of this project is to provide funds for a Cultural-Based Access-Navigation Specialist and Peer Support (CBANS) service program in a community setting to all age groups.  The State Department of Mental Health PEI guideline (see “Definitions, References & Helpful Links”) specifically limits how these funds may be used. The funding for prevention and early intervention services will include salaries and stipends for Community Health Workers (CHW) and Peer Support staffing, Training, Consumer Incentives, Outreach planning and Operational costs.
The State Department of Mental Health has implemented a sequential development of components to be integrated into the County’s three year MHSA Program and Expenditures Plan. These five components of the MHSA include: Community Services and Supports, Workforce Education and Training, Capital Facilities and Technology, Prevention and Early Intervention, and Innovation.

Under the provision of the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA), Prevention and Early Intervention (PEI) component (see “Definitions, References & Helpful Links”), the County’s Department of Behavioral Health received funding to expand, develop and create successful programs for children, transitional aged youth, adults, and older adults in a culturally, ethically, and linguistically competent approach for underserved and un-served population.  Programs proposed by cultural, community/faith based organizations will identify their approach and expected outcomes of the services they will provide to the underserved cultural populations, through Cultural-Based Access-Navigation Specialists and Peer Support PEI programs.  Target populations consist of 1) Latino, 2) Southeast Asian, 3) Native American, 4) African American, and 5) other underserved community population.

Prevention in mental health involves reducing risk factors or stressors, building protective factors and skills and increasing support.  Prevention promotes positive cognitive, social and emotional development and encourages a state of well being that allows the individual to function well in challenging circumstances.

Early intervention is directed toward individuals and families for whom a short-duration (up to one year), relatively low-intensity intervention is appropriate to measurably improve a mental health problem or concern very early in its manifestation, thereby avoiding the need for more extensive mental health treatment or services; or prevent a mental health problem from getting worse.

The County’s PEI MHSA Cultural-Based Access-Navigation Specialist and Peer Support Project  will provide funding for five (5) Community Health Workers and ten (10) Peer Support Specialists to serve approximately 4,800 culturally diverse individuals and families per year who are underserved.  In addition, organizations awarded PEI MHSA funding will utilize community resources for linkage/referrals and leveraging for purposes of program sustainability.  PEI funding is to be used to prevent mental health problems by intervening early with relatively short duration and low intensity approaches to achieve intended outcomes and NOT for filling gaps in treatment.

The goals of the Prevention and Early Intervention (PEI) component of the MHSA will be integrated into the CBANS program and will be promoted through Community Collaboration, Cultural and Linguistic Competency, Individual/Family Driven, Wellness Focus, Integrated Services, and Outcomes Based.

KEY DATES

	RFP Issue Date:
	January 20, 2011

	Vendor Conference:
	February 2, 2011 at 10:00

	
	County of Fresno, Purchasing Department

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA 93702

	Deadline for Written Requests for Interpretations or Corrections of RFP:
	February 10, 2011 at 11:00

	
	Fax No. (559) 456-7831

E-Mail: CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us 

	RFP Closing Date:
	February 24, 2011 at 2:00 P.M. 

	
	County of Fresno Purchasing

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA  93702

	Note:  Authorized Contact: All communication regarding this RFP shall be directed to an authorized representative of County Purchasing.  Contact with other County representative, including elected officials, for the purpose of discussing this RFP is prohibited.

	NUMBER OF COPIES: Submit one (1) original, with a reproducible compact disk enclosed and six (6) copies of your proposal to County of Fresno Purchasing no later than the proposal acceptance date and time as stated on the front of this document.  The cover page of each document is to be appropriately marked “Original” or “Copy”.

	QUESTIONS are to be submitted in writing to County Purchasing not later February 2, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. Questions must be directed to the attention of Jeannine Geare/Gary Parkinson.

	ADDENDUM: Addendum information is available for download on the County’s web site. NO “notices” shall be sent via U.S. Mail to prospective bidders.
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