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 MACROBUTTON  request for application NUMBER 952-4769

 ref bid  \* MERGEFORMAT 952-4769
Foster Family Agency Master Agreement

 ref title  \* MERGEFORMAT Foster Family Agency Master Agreement
The County of Fresno is soliciting Request for Applications from State of California certified Foster Family Agencies (FFA)s interested in entering into a Master Provider Agreement.
The Request for Application form must be received by U.S. Mail or hand delivered to Fresno County Purchasing by November 23, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  Fax or email response will not be accepted. 
If your organization is interested in participating in the Fresno County Foster Family Agency Master Agreement, please return the completed form to:

Letter of Interest Number 952-4769
County of Fresno Purchasing
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue
Fresno, CA 93702
Phone: (559) 456-7110
If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn Flores, Buyer I, at (559) 456-7110.
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	Organization

	
	
	

	Individual/Contact Person Name and Title
	
	Signature

	

	Street Address/P.O. Box

	
	
	

	City
	State
	Zip Code

	
	
	

	Telephone
	Fax Number
	E-Mail Address


BIDDING INSTRUCTIONS
The County of Fresno is soliciting Request for Applications (RFA) from State of California Certified Foster Family Agencies (FFA)s interested in the use of the enclosed Scope of Work and Practice Protocols in the provision of service to County of Fresno clients and entering into a Master Provider Agreement for that purpose.

AWARD:  County intends to accept all qualified FFAs willing to comply with the Practice Protocols as participants in the Master Provider Agreement. The County shall be the sole judge in making such determination.  A Board Agreement is anticipated to be executed with qualified Foster Family Agencies by February 1, 2010.
COPIES:  Submit one (1) original and two (2) copies of your Application no later than the RFQ closing date and time as stated on the front of this document, to County of Fresno Purchasing.

ISSUING AGENT: This RFA has been issued by County of Fresno Purchasing. The Purchasing shall be the vendor’s sole point of contact with regard to the RFA its content, and all issues concerning it.
AUTHORIZED CONTACT: All communication regarding this RFA shall be directed to an authorized representative of County Purchasing. The specific buyer managing this RFA is identified on the cover page, along with his or her telephone number, and he or she should be the primary point of contact for discussions or information pertaining to the RFA. Contact with any other County representative, including elected officials, for the purpose of discussing this RFA, its content, or any other issue concerning it, is prohibited unless authorized by Purchasing. Violation of this clause, by the vendor having unauthorized contact (verbally or in writing) with such other County representatives, may constitute grounds for rejection by Purchasing of the vendor’s quotation.

The above stated restriction on vendor contact with County representatives shall apply until the County has awarded a purchase order or contract to a vendor or vendors, except as follows. First, in the event that a vendor initiates a formal protest against the RFA such vendor may contact the appropriate individual, or individuals who are managing that protest as outlined in the County’s established protest procedures. All such contact must be in accordance with the sequence set forth under the protest procedures. Second, in the event a public hearing is scheduled before the Board of Supervisors to hear testimony prior to its approval of a purchase order or contract, any vendor may address the Board.

PAYMENT:  The Master Agreement will not set a payment rate, nor include any monetary consideration between the parties, one to another. The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) sets Foster Family Agency rates.
RIGHT TO REJECT BIDS:  The County reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive informalities or irregularities in bids.

TERM:  The initial contract period shall be one (1) year.

QUANTITIES:  County does not guarantee any placements or a minimum number of placements.

RENEWAL:  Contract may be renewed for an additional one (1) year term. 

TERMINATION:  This agreement may be terminated by the County at any time upon written notice.

HOLD HARMLESS CLAUSE:  Contractor agrees to indemnify, save, hold harmless and at County's request, defend the County, its officers, agents and employees, from any and all costs and expenses, damages, liabilities, claims and losses occurring or resulting to County in connection with the performance, or failure to perform, by Contractor, its officers, agents or employees under this Agreement and from any and all costs and expenses, damages, liabilities, claims and losses occurring or resulting to any person, firm or corporation who may be injured or damaged by the performance, or failure to perform, of Contractor, its officers, agents or employees under this Agreement.

ASSURANCES:  Any contract awarded under this RFA must be carried out in full compliance with The Civil Rights Act of 1964, The Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, their subsequent amendments, and any and all other laws protecting the rights of individuals and agencies.  The County of Fresno has a zero tolerance for discrimination, implied or expressed, and wants to ensure that policy continues under this RFA.  The contractor must also guarantee that services, or workmanship, provided will be performed in compliance with all applicable local, state, or federal laws and regulations pertinent to the types of services, or project, of the nature required under this RFA   In addition, the contractor may be required to provide evidence substantiating that their employees have the necessary skills and training to perform the required services or work.

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR:  In performance of the work, duties and obligations assumed by Bidder under this agreement, it is mutually understood and agreed that Bidder, including any and all of Bidder's officers, agents, and employees will at all times be acting and performing as an independent contractor, and shall act in an independent capacity and not as an officer, agent, servant, employee, joint venturer, partner, or associate of the County. Furthermore, County shall have no right to control or supervise or direct the manner or method by which Bidder shall perform its work and function. However, County shall retain the right to administer this agreement so as to verify that Bidder is performing its obligations in accordance with the terms and conditions thereof. Bidder and County shall comply with all applicable provisions of law and the rules and regulations, if any, of Governmental authorities having jurisdiction over matters the subject thereof.

Because of its status as an independent contractor, Bidder waives any and all employment rights and benefits available to County employees. Bidder shall be solely liable and responsible for providing to, or on behalf of, its employees all legally required employee benefits. In addition, Bidder shall be solely responsible and save County harmless from all matters relating to payment of Contractor's employees, including compliance with Social Security, withholding, and all other regulations governing such matters. It is acknowledged that during the term of this agreement, Bidder may be providing services to others unrelated to the County or to this agreement.

INSURANCE: 

Without limiting the COUNTY's right to obtain indemnification from CONTRACTOR or any third parties, CONTRACTOR, at its sole expense, shall maintain in full force and effect, the following insurance policies or a program of self-insurance, including but not limited to, an insurance pooling arrangement or Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) throughout the term of the Agreement:

A. Commercial General Liability
Commercial General Liability Insurance with limits of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and an annual aggregate of Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000). This policy shall be issued on a per occurrence basis.   COUNTY may require specific coverages including completed operations, products liability, contractual liability, Explosion-Collapse-Underground, fire legal liability or any other liability insurance deemed necessary because of the nature of this contract.

B. Automobile Liability
Comprehensive Automobile Liability Insurance with limits for bodily injury of not less than Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) per person, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) per accident and for property damages of not less than Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), or such coverage with a combined single limit of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00).  Coverage should include owned and non-owned vehicles used in connection with this Agreement.

C. Professional Liability
If CONTRACTOR employs licensed professional staff, (e.g., Ph.D., R.N., L.C.S.W., M.F.C.C.) in providing services, Professional Liability Insurance with limits of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence, Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00) annual aggregate.

D. Worker's Compensation
A policy of Worker's Compensation insurance as may be required by the California Labor Code.

Contractor shall obtain endorsements to the Commercial General Liability insurance naming the County of Fresno, its officers, agents, and employees, individually and collectively, as additional insured, but only insofar as the operations under this Agreement are concerned. Such coverage for additional insured shall apply as primary insurance and any other insurance, or self‑insurance, maintained by County, its officers, agents and employees shall be excess only and not contributing with insurance provided under contractor's policies herein. This insurance shall not be cancelled or changed without a minimum of thirty (30) days advance written notice given to County.

Within Thirty (30) days from the date contractor executes this Agreement, CONTRACTOR shall provide certificates of insurance and endorsement as stated above for all of the foregoing policies, as required herein, to the County of Fresno, Contracts Manager, Department of Children and Family Services, Administrative Division, 2011 Fresno Street, Ste. 301, Fresno CA., 93721 stating that such insurance coverage have been obtained and are in full force; that the County of Fresno, its officers, agents and employees will not be responsible for any premiums on the policies; that such Commercial General Liability insurance names the County of Fresno, its officers, agents and employees, individually and collectively, as additional insured, but only insofar as the operations under this Agreement are concerned; that such coverage for additional insured shall apply as primary insurance and any other insurance, or self‑insurance, maintained by County, its officers, agents and employees, shall be excess only and not contributing with insurance provided under contractor's policies herein; and that this insurance shall not be cancelled or changed without a minimum of thirty (30) days advance, written notice given to County.

In the event contractor fails to keep in effect at all times insurance coverage as herein provided, the County may, in addition to other remedies it may have, suspend or terminate this Agreement upon the occurrence of such event.

All policies shall be with admitted insurers licensed to do business in the State of California.  Insurance purchased shall be purchased from companies possessing a current A.M. Best, Inc. rating of A FSC VII or better.

	Name of Insurance Carrier:
	

	Public Liability:
	
	Expires: 
	

	Workman's Compensation:
	
	Expires: 
	


Proof of maintenance of adequate insurance will be required before award is made to vendor.

GUARANTEE: The bidder shall state his written guarantee here:

	

	

	

	


REFERENCES:  Provide a list of three (3) client references who are presently using services being quoted.  (Name, phone number and contact person.)

	

	

	


County of Fresno Foster Family Agency

Master Agreement Application Request Form

	Name of Foster Family Agency
	Facility Number

	Address
	Date Licensed

	City, State, Zip Code
	Capacity

	Contact
	Phone Number

	Email Address
	FAX Number


ACKNOWLEGEMENTS

Signature below acknowledges that the Scope of Work and Practice Protocols have been read and understood: and 

The Agency identified above agrees to comply with the Protocols as stated: and 

Herein requests to be included in the Fresno County Foster Family Agency Master Agreement; and

Further acknowledges that this application and/or inclusion in the Master Agreement in no way constitutes an obligation on the part of Fresno County to place children with the Agency or for the Agency to accept placements from the County of Fresno; and 

Acknowledges that participation in the Foster Family Agency Master Agreement in no way affects Agency licensure or required compliance with Title 22 Regulations.

	Printed Name:
	Title:

	Signature:
	Date:


	ffa practice protocols
952-4769 FFA Practice Protocols 2009.pdf
definitions

952-4769 Definitions.pdf
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