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NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

 ref rf\* mergeformat PROPOSAL Number 952-4733

 ref bid \* MERGEFORMAT 952-4733
Employment Readiness Workshops and Job Retention Services

 ref Title\* mergeformat Employment Readiness Workshops and Job Retention Services
NOW AVAILABLE

The County of Fresno has issued Request for PROPOSAL Number 952-4733, which solicits proposals for Employment Readiness Workshops and Job Retention Services.  This bid closes on August 21, 2009 at 2:00 P.M.
A pre-bid Vendor Conference will be held on August 5, 2009 at 10:00 A.M. at:

County of Fresno Purchasing 
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue 2nd Floor
Fresno, CA 93702

A copy of the RFP document is available at Purchasing or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site http://www2.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/Bidshome2.asp.
Follow all instructions when downloading to ensure that your company is added to the official list of potential bidders.  Only vendors on that list will be advised of future notices pertaining to the RFP, including addendums.
Please contact Ken Vozza, Purchasing Supervisor, or Gary Parkinson, of the Purchasing Staff at (559) 456‑7110 or email CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us with any questions.
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OVERVIEW

The County of Fresno on behalf of the Department of Employment and Temporary Assistance (E&TA), is requesting proposals from qualified vendors to provide Employment Readiness Workshops and Job Retention services funded by the Emergency Contingency Fund (ECF) through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. Requested services will augment and/or complement the current delivery of the CalWORKs Employment Services Program to eligible CalWORKs recipients in Fresno County.  E&TA has a need for vendors to provide intensive one-week employment readiness workshops and job retention services for CalWORKs recipients seeking subsidized employment placement.  It is anticipated that services will be implemented between October 2009 and November 2009.  Due to time-limited funding, the Request for Proposal (RFP) will establish services up through September 30, 2010.

The following three (3) different components of services are being requested:

1) Employment Readiness Workshops and Job Retention Services in metro Fresno for English and Spanish speakers

2) Employment Readiness Workshops and Job Retention Services for the rural cities of Coalinga, Kerman, Reedley, and Selma for English speakers and the rural cities of Reedley and Selma for Spanish speakers.

3) Employment Readiness Workshops and Job Retention Services in metro Fresno for Hmong speakers. 

Vendors may bid on one or more service components.  Vendors must submit a separate service and cost proposal for each service component for which they propose to provide services, with each proposal clearly identified.
Services received through this procurement process must conform to supporting state and federal legislation and the California Department of Social Services Manual of Policies and Procedures, Eligibility and Assistance Standards, Division 42, Chapter 700 (http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/ord/CDSSManual_240.htm). Eligible organizations interested in submitting a proposal must adhere to all conditions, instructions, and proposal requirements as contained in the RFP.

All contracts for services will include performance measures, such as enrollment numbers, job placement and other appropriate outcomes, as established by E&TA.  Contracts will be closely monitored for performance and providers will be required to report monthly outcomes and expenses.  Please see Attachment A for an example of the contract. Monthly activity and financial reports will be due to E&TA by the 10th of each month and reviewed for accuracy.  Reimbursement for monthly expenses may be delayed in the event inaccurate reports are submitted. Please see Attachment B for an example of the financial and activity report.
The services provided are funded in whole or in part by the State of California.  In the event that funding for these services is delayed by the State Controller, County may defer payment to contractors.  The amount of the deferred payment shall not exceed the amount of funding delayed by the State Controller to the COUNTY.  The period of time of the deferral by COUNTY shall not exceed the period of time of the State Controller’s delay of payment to COUNTY plus forty-five (45) days.
KEY DATES
	RFP Issue Date:
	July 27, 2009

	Vendor Conference:
	Wednesday, August 5, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

	
	County of Fresno Purchasing

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA 93702

	Deadline for Written Requests for Interpretations or Corrections of RFP:
	August 11, 2009, at 8:00 a.m.

	
	Fax No. (559) 456-7831

E-Mail: CountyPurchasing@co.fresno.ca.us 

	RFP Closing Date:
	Friday, August 21, 2009 at 2:00 P.M. 

	
	County of Fresno Purchasing

	
	4525 E. Hamilton Avenue, 2nd Floor

	
	Fresno, CA  93702

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


PROPOSED RFP TIMELINE
	· Review Proposals & Develop Funding Recommendations
	August 24 – early September

	· Agreement Negotiated and Finalized
	Month of September

	· Agreement presented to Board of Supervisors for approval
	Late October

	· Agreement Effective Date
	Between mid October to mid November

	· Agreement and Services End
	September 30, 2010
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