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 MACROBUTTON  LETTER OF INTEREST NUMBER 952-4511

 ref bid  \* MERGEFORMAT 952-4511
Mental Health Services Act Family Support Consultant

 ref title  \* MERGEFORMAT Mental Health Services Act Family Support Consultant
The County of Fresno will be issuing Requests for Proposals (RFP) from a qualified contractor for the purpose of providing advocacy, support and other services to families of individuals with mental illness.  This contracted position will be funded by and perform duties in accordance with the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) formerly known as Proposition 63.  Position under approved contract will serve as a family member fully devoted to the needs of families in the community as well as be a community representative in all MHSA policy meetings and committees. Serve in program design and transformation of mental health services to consumers. 
The County of Fresno, on behalf of Department of Behavioral Health (DBH) and Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS), will be requesting proposals from a qualified contractor, who will provide assistance with client/family member relevant issues and identify key needs of clients/family members and the community. The upcoming RFP focuses on securing a Family Support Consultant for consultation and coordination of services to assist DBH and DCFS in providing support, education, and empowerment of families of consumers with a serious mental illness.  Tentative annual budget for position and all related expenses will be $65,000 pending final DMH approval.

The contractor will demonstrate previous experience and/or awareness of family centered, advocacy and support, knowledge of applicable laws, community resources, and a basic understanding of the needs, problems, and behaviors of consumers who have a serious mental illness and those needs and problems faced by their family members. The contractor will work in cooperation with local, state, and federal agencies.  
Services provided by the contractor will include, but are not limited to:

· Serve in program design and transformation of family/client centered, recovery oriented, mental health services to family members and support systems to consumers with serious mental illness. 

· May assist in developing, monitoring, and evaluating family and consumer mental health projects and programs through such means as participation in workshops, conferences, task forces, committees, etc.

· Understands, articulates and advocates for the family member/consumer perspective in policies, procedures, and practices with mental health programs. 

· Act as a liaison between consumers, family members, and other support systems and County professional staff and other groups or organizations in the community.

· Establishes and maintains collaborative relationships with family support groups, providing oversight and technical assistance for community-based, County wide family support services. 

· Performs community outreach and public speaking to increase public awareness on the impact of mental illness on families and the importance of family member involvement in the treatment of consumers.

To minimize reproduction and mailing costs, we will mail the RFP only to those organizations that request them.  The interest form must be received by FAX or mail at Fresno County Purchasing no later than 8:00 a.m. on December 19, 2007.  A copy of the RFP document should be available at Purchasing on or before December 19, 2007, or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site (www.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/bidshome.asp).  Be careful to follow all instructions when downloading.
If your organization is interested in receiving RFP’s for the above services, please return the completed interest form no later than 8:00 a.m. on December 19, 2007, to:

Letter of Interest Number 952-4511
County of Fresno Purchasing
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue
Fresno, CA 93702
Phone: (559) 456-7110
FAX: (559) 456-7831

If you have any questions, please contact Gary W. Parkinson, Supervising Buyer, of the Purchasing Division at (559) 456-7110.
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