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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ACT HOUSING CONTRACTOR
The County of Fresno will be issuing Requests for Proposals (RFP) from qualified contractor(s) for the purpose of planning and developing a range of safe and affordable housing options for mental health consumers and families in accordance with the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) formerly known as Proposition 63.  
The County of Fresno, on behalf of Department of Behavioral Health (DBH) and Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS), will be requesting proposals from qualified contractors for the development and provision of permanent supportive housing, which will be implemented through the MHSA Housing Program. The awarded contractor(s) will provide services and outcomes in conjunction with City, County and community agencies to meet and/or further develop the planned objective to secure supportive housing opportunities. Collaboration with consumers, family members and support systems will be vital in the successful design and use of safe and affordable housing options.  
This contracted service will provide leadership in developing, planning, organizing and directing activities associated with the identification, development and operation of housing and housing support services for those with serious mental illness or serious emotional disturbance.  

Services provided by the contractor(s) will include, but are not limited to:

· Preparation of an approved written local housing plan that will meet housing needs as identified in the community stakeholder process and documented in the approved Fresno County Community Services and Support (CSS) 3-Year Plan,
· Project identification and commitments of MHSA and other funds as available in the development of safe and affordable housing,  

· Guide the transformational process as prompted by MHSA through community education and training for the purpose of successful housing collaborations, 
· Direct leadership in the creation, submission and approval of MHSA Housing Program applications, documents, and related supporting information to the State Department of Mental Health (DMH) and the California Housing Financing Agency (CalHFA), 

· Oversight and coordination with community organizations and County Departments to identify housing projects as site for services to be funded with MHSA and other applicable funding sources, 

· Development and management of housing related contracts, grant applications, MOU’s and financial applications associated with the use of MHSA Housing Program funds.  

To minimize reproduction and mailing costs, we will mail the RFP only to those organizations that request them.  The interest form must be received by FAX or mail at Fresno County Purchasing no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 15, 2007.  A copy of the RFP document should be available at Purchasing on or before August 31, 2007, or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site (www.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/bidshome.asp).  Be careful to follow all instructions when downloading.
If your organization is interested in receiving RFP’s for the above services, please return the completed interest form no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 15, 2007, to:

Letter of Interest Number 952-4473
County of Fresno Purchasing
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue
Fresno, CA 93702
Phone: (559) 456-7110
FAX: (559) 456-7831

If you have any questions, please contact Gary W. Parkinson, Supervising Buyer, of the Purchasing Division at (559) 456-7110.
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