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NOW AVAILABLE

The County of Fresno has issued Request for Proposal Number 952-4437, which solicits proposals for Mentally Ill  Offender Crime Reduction Grant - Assertive Community Treatment.  This bid closes on June 1, 2007 at 2:00 P.M.
A pre-bid Vendor Conference will be held on May 8, 2007 at 10:00 A.M. at:

County of Fresno Purchasing 
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue 2nd Floor
Fresno, CA 93702

A copy of the RFP document is available at Purchasing or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site www.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/Bidshome.asp.
Be careful to follow all instructions when downloading.
Please contact Gary W. Parkinson, Purchasing Supervisor, of the Purchasing Staff at (559) 456‑7110 or FAX (559) 456‑7831 with any questions.
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OVERVIEW

County of Fresno Purchasing, on behalf of the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) hereafter referred to as the “County”, is seeking proposals from interested and qualified organizations and agencies to provide an Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) program with the highest fidelity to the National Program Standards for ACT Teams, which is available on the National Alliance on Mental Health website at http://www.nami.org/Template.cfm?Section=ACT-TA_Center&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=36389.  
The program will serve 75 juvenile offenders diagnosed with a serious emotional disturbance in Fresno County.

The proposed agreement may be for up to a five (5) year period, beginning July 1, 2007. It is the County's intent to contract with the successful bidder(s) for a term of one year with the option to renew for up to four (4) additional one (1) year periods. County will retain the right to terminate the agreement upon giving ninety (90) days advance written notification to the vendor.

$357,000 will be available each year to fund the provision of the ACT program with the successful bidder expected to contribute matching in-kind support of 10-15 percent of the proposed agreement amount. The successful bidder will also be required to bill Medi-Cal for applicable reimbursement of services to assist in ongoing treatment of youth and their families as a mechanism for programmatic sustainability.
Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction (MIOCR) Grant Program 

During 2006, the California State Assembly Bill 1811 established the MIOCR grant program and directed the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation Corrections Standards Authority (CSA) to award grants for projects designed to reduce recidivism among mentally ill offenders.  In late December 2006, the County’s Probation Department received official award notification on the grant application it submitted in collaboration with DCFS, the Fresno County Superior Court, the Fresno County Office of Education, the Sheriff and Police Departments.

The MIOCR grant project services will be delivered on initial intake where all youth entering the justice system will receive a physical and mental health screening utilizing a questionnaire developed by the Fresno County Probation Department (questionnaire will be made available).  While the questionnaire will not be a detailed screening and assessment of mental health indicators, it will obtain information on participant demographic, medical history, prescribed medications and if the youth have thought about or attempted to hurt themselves.
The project will integrate the Massachusetts Youth Screening Instrument, Second Version (MAYSI-2) to help identify the mental health needs of youth in the justice system.  Probation Department staff will implement the screening instrument.  Upon booking into the Juvenile Justice Campus (JJC), youth will be scheduled to meet with one of three assigned Juvenile Deputy Probation Officers within a 24-hour period for a MAYSI-2 screening.  The officers will also administer the MAYSI-2 for out-of-custody youth as a screening for mental health issues and risk during the investigation phase of the case. The probation officers will refer youth who are diagnosed with or are exhibiting severe emotional disturbances to the newly developed Fresno County Juvenile Justice Behavioral Health Court (BHC) team to be screened for participation in the BHC program.  Additionally, defense counsel or other members of the team may generate referrals during court proceedings when juveniles exhibit significant emotional disturbance.
Results of the MAYSI-2 screening tool will be used to identify the mental health needs of youth. Juveniles identified with possible mental health conditions will be referred to the BHC for eligibility and suitability determination. 
The BHC team, comprised of Juvenile Deputy Probation Officers, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, the Juvenile Justice Services Coordinator, an educational liaison, Public Defender, Deputy District Attorney, and the Presiding Judge of Juvenile Delinquency Court, will review and discuss all relevant information to consider suitability for the program. The team must all agree that the youth is suitable for acceptance into the program. If there is not unanimous agreement among the team members, the judge will make the final decision. 
The team will work together to devise comprehensive, individualized multidisciplinary program case plans for up to 75 mentally ill offenders over the course of the year, subject to the staffing capabilities of the agency team members. Specific issues will be identified and interventions and treatment strategies will be planned to address their needs. Additionally, the team will review the case plans regularly and revise them based on the youth's needs and progress.
The BHC team will meet on a bi-monthly basis to screen new cases, develop or adjust case plans, and discuss any issues or concerns that may arise. Periodic reviews will be set according to each youth’s needs. The team will monitor each youth’s progress and will appropriately acknowledge attainment of treatment goals. Due to the individual needs of each participant involved with the BHC, the progress of a youth cannot be projected on a preset timeline, but rather must occur based on each individual’s progress and achievement of specific treatment goals. Graduated supports, services and interventions may be necessary during the course of supervision to address violations of probation and/or deterioration of a youth’s mental health. Interventions may include evidence-based community interventions including Functional Family Therapy and the Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) services being solicited under this RFP; medication review and assessment; brief custody and/or electronic monitoring commitments, community service; weekend work; and if necessary, inpatient psychiatric treatment.
When the participant’s mental health issues have stabilized over a significant period of time and the family can obtain the needed services in the community, the team may close the case and refer the youth to a probation field services unit or recommend termination of probation to the court. 
General Bidder Requirements 
Vendors must be nonprofit or profit corporations, government or other legally constituted business entities. 

Vendors must indicate examples of unsatisfactory performance.  Vendors who are or have been seriously deficient in current or recent contract performance, in the absence of circumstances properly beyond the control of the vendor, shall be presumed to be unable to meet this requirement. 

Vendors must have the ability to maintain adequate files and records and meet statistical reporting requirements. 

Vendors must have the administrative and fiscal capability to provide and manage the proposed services and to ensure an adequate audit trail. 
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