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NOTICE

REQUEST FOR Proposal

 ref rf\* mergeformat Proposal Number 269-4611

 ref bid \* MERGEFORMAT 269-4611
Prescription Drugs & Services

 ref Title\* mergeformat Prescription Drugs & Services
NOW AVAILABLE

The County of Fresno has issued Request for Proposal Number 269-4611, which solicits proposals for Prescription Drugs & Services.  This bid closes on September 23, 2008 at 2:00 P.M.
A pre-bid Vendor Conference will be held on September 3, 2008 at 10:00 A.M. at:

County of Fresno Purchasing 
4525 E. Hamilton Avenue 2nd Floor
Fresno, CA 93702

A copy of the RFP document is available at Purchasing or may be downloaded from the Fresno County Web site http://www2.co.fresno.ca.us/0440/Bidshome2.asp.
Be careful to follow all instructions when downloading.
Please contact Patricia J. Flaherty, Buyer III, of the Purchasing Staff at (559) 456‑7110 or FAX (559) 456‑7831 with any questions.
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OVERVIEW

The County of Fresno is soliciting for proposals from qualified vendors to obtain pharmaceutical services from a pharmacy, pharmacy chain or Pharmaceutical Benefits Manager (PBM) that have pharmacies or relationships with pharmacies throughout the County of Fresno, hereinafter referred to as County, for the purpose of filing prescriptions of adults and children who receive mental health services from the County’s Department of Behavioral Health (DBH) or Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).  The selected Contractor shall work with the County to fill prescriptions for inpatient and outpatient County mental health consumers and provide better pricing advantages to the County.  This Pharmaceutical Services Request for Proposal (RFP) is designed to obtain the lowest cost and best service to the County.  Vendors with experience providing prescription drug services and have worked with local governments are encouraged to submit their proposal.  

Program Background:

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH (DBH)

DBH provides both inpatient and outpatient mental health treatment to severely mentally ill adults in Fresno County through its Adult System of Care Outpatient Clinics.  Adult outpatient mental health clinics are located throughout metropolitan and rural areas of Fresno County.  A list of the Department’s current clinics is shown on Exhibit B although some of these may be consolidated or closed at a later date.  DBH also provides in-resident services at the Apollo facility, a residential 16-bed social rehabilitation facility; a 16-bed inpatient 24-hour Psychiatric Health Facility (PHF); and an outpatient Crisis Intervention Services (CIS) open 24 hours a day where clients may be kept up to 23 hours for observation and treatment.  The Department has clinics in the metropolitan Fresno Area and also in the rural sites.  A complete listing of the clinic sites is provided in Exhibit B.
DBH provides a continuum of mental health treatment and services to the County’s adult target population, with the ultimate goal of wellness and recovery through the stabilization of the client’s mental health status to the lowest possible or least restrictive level of care for successful transition back into the community, or discharge from treatment.  DBH treated 14,803 unique clients, providing both inpatient and outpatient mental health services in Fiscal Year (FY) 2006-07. The County anticipates spending approximately $1.2 million on purchasing medication for FY 2008-09.  This amount is not a guarantee of contract expenditures, but only an estimate based upon historical data.

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 

For children’s mental health services a much smaller volume of children receive prescription services.  DCFS operates outpatient mental health clinics throughout metropolitan and rural Fresno County, a Crisis Assessment Intervention & Resolution Center (CCAIR) which operates 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.  The majority of prescriptions are generated by DCFS’ CCAIR medical staff located at their Heritage Center facility at 3133 N. Millbrook, Fresno CA for the outpatient services programs.  The Crisis Intervention Program also orders stock medications month to month.
Pharmaceutical Management:
The selected Contractor shall contract with pharmacies throughout the County to fill pharmaceutical prescriptions at a discounted rate for severely mentally ill adults and children.  The majority of these prescriptions will be for psychotropic pharmaceuticals; however, prescriptions may also allow for treatment of those side effects attributed using a psychotropic medications and some physical health related medications.  Pharmaceuticals will be restricted to those drugs listed on the County’s formulary, attached as Exhibit A.  The Contractor shall be able to provide a formulary override process.

The County of Fresno, through DBH and DCFS, is needing to obtain the services from a single pharmaceutical firm or Pharmaceutical Benefits Manager (PBM) that have pharmacies or relationships with pharmacies throughout the County of Fresno for the purpose of filling prescriptions of adults and children who receive mental health services from the County’s DBH or DCFS.
The term of the Agreement will be for three years with the option of two additional one year renewals.  Contractor’s discount level and dispensing fee on pharmaceuticals shall be fixed during the contract period, and applied to any new drug added to the formulary or a prior authorized drug.

The objectives of this Request for Proposal (RFP) are: 

1) To obtain the lowest total cost for prescription meds and best service for the County.

2) To provide consumers access to pharmacies throughout Fresno County.

3) To provide an efficient and effective method for the County to manage the prescription process.

4) To implement and maintain a reporting process from the perspective Contractor to and for the administration of the County’s adult and children’s mental health system.
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